Summary: Shigella infections are usually restricted to the intestine. There are few reports of Shigella isolated from the blood and most of these are from children, usually in neonates and the malnourished. In the small number of adult cases of Shigella bacteraemia which have been reported, there appears to be an association with underlying disease and immunosuppression including acquired immunodeficiency syndrome.
Introduction
Bacteraemia is rarely documented in shigellosis. This observation might be explained by the fact that blood cultures are not taken routinely from many patients with dysentery or diarrhoea, but studies that have specifically investigated this hypothesis have shown that the rarity of shigellaemia is real.' Bacteraemia appears to occur with greater frequency in neonates, malnourished children and the immunosupressed. Both shigellosis and shigellaemia are less common in adults. This report is based on a retrospective analysis of laboratory and clinical records from a large general hospital over a period of two years. It includes a discussion of the relevant literature to review the significance of finding Shigella spp. in the blood.
Materials and methods
Port Moresby General Hospital is the main teaching hospital in Papua New Guinea with 600 beds. It is a tertiary referral centre, receiving patients from the whole of National Capital District and Central Province, a catchment area with a population of around 340,000 people (1990 Census 
Discussion
The clinical implications of bacteraemia in the cases described above are unclear. In the first two cases it appears that the presence of Shigella in the blood was not associated with any clinical manifestations that one would consider unusual in a case of shigellosis. There was no evidence of underlying illness. In the third case the presence of septicaemia may have been related to the general debilitation of the patient from an undiagnosed systemic illness.
Shigella infections are usually restricted to the intestine. The organisms are locally invasive, probably due to the effects of an enterotoxin on epithelial cells. Shigella bacteraemia seems to be a very rare accompaniment of shigellosis. In a review of the literature in 1964, Faucon 
